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Adult Events2

Summer Reading:
Reading Takes you everywhere
May 30–August 6

Autism Cafe
June 7 • July 5 • August 2
6:30 pm | Community Room
The Autism Cafe is a monthly activity-focused social 
gathering for adults on the spectrum to meet in a safe, 
quiet environment. Color Communication Badges will be 
available. 

Anime Club for Adults
June 19 • July 17 • August 21
4:30–6 pm | Board Room
Come join other fans of Japanese animation and comics as 
we watch and discuss our favorite anime TV shows.

Learn with NPL
Traditional Chinese Tea Ceremony
With Ben

 ages 15 & older
June 12 | 11 am–12 pm
Art Gallery
Let’s take a quick trip to China with Ben, our resident 
barista. Ben will be serving tea and teaching us about the 
Chinese ceremony and why it’s performed. 

Intro to Genealogy Research
June 13 | 10 am–12pm
Cafe
Take the first step to discovering your family history by 
attending this introductory class on how to use our online 
resources for genealogy research. Bring along your 
personal laptop or a flash drive to ensure you are able to 
save all of your findings.

Digitally preserve Photos
June 16 | 1–2 pm
Cafe
Keep all of your favorite captured memories in a safe spot 
by digitally preserving them. Come to NPL to learn all you 
need to know to insure you will have those photographs 
for years to come. Bring along your photos and we will 
demonstrate how to best scan and save your images to 
your flash drive.

Butterfly Gardens
with Miller Park Zoo
August 16 | 1–3 pm
Cafe
Did you know a group of butterflies is called a 
kaleidoscope? You can make your garden look like a 
kaleidoscope of color by attracting butterflies to your 
flowers and plants. Miller Park Zoo will be coming to talk all 
about butterflies and the gardens they choose to frequent. 
You can learn everything from what kinds of flowers attract 
specific butterflies to which butterflies are most
common in our area.

is normalP R E S E N T S

A U G U S T  2 5  |  1 – 2  P M  |  C A F E
K A T H L E E N  R O O N E Y  &  M A R T I N  S E A YPOETRY
Our guests from Chicago will read poems and excerpts from their prose writings, 
which include the novels Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk, by Kathleen Rooney, and 
The Mirror Thief, by Martin Seay, both available at NPL!

BOOk
CLUBS
@ NPL

Join us every other month to discuss 
our books and share in the love of 
reading. All are welcome to join!
July 18 Ask Him Why 
by Catherine Ryan Hyde

NPL Book Club

Each month, twenty- and 
thirty-somethings are invited to come 

discuss what they’ve been reading.
JuNE 19 • July 17 • August 21

MILLENNIAL BOOK CLUB

Poetry is Normal: Summer Solstice
 teens & adults
June 21 | 7:30–8:30 pm
Cafe
Join us to read aloud original poems or poems by writers 
you admire. Each month has a different theme.

sponsored by the Normal Public Library FoundationRegistration is required. Register on our online calendar, at 309.452.1757 or at the Front Desk. 

hotspots
Mobile
NPL HAS

Connect up to 10
devices to WiFi
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Adult LEGO Challenge
 ages 15 & older
July 26 | 6–8 pm | Cafe
Think you are a master LEGO builder? Come test your skills 
by entering our Lego Challenge! Encourage your friends to 
register and work as a team. Prizes will be awarded.

Tea & Painting
with Marcus

 ages 15 & older
July 28 | 1–2:30 pm | Cafe
Join talented painter and library staff member, Marcus, to 
sip tea and enjoy a simple painting class. No experience 
necessary, just come ready to get creative! All necessary 
materials will be provided.

DIY Painted brick bookends
August 9 | 10 am–12 pm
August 14 | 6–8 pm 
Cafe
Whether you need something to manage all of your books, 
bring something new to your mantle or highlight your 
favorite reads in your office, this DIY event is for you! Bring 
along two bricks of your choice and we’ll show you how 
to turn them into fun and unique bookends that will bring 
some new pizzazz to your shelves. We will be painting, so 
make sure you dress accordingly!

DIY Day
 ages 15 & older
June 2 • July 7 • August 4
12–4 pm | Cafe
Have a project you’ve been itching to start? Then drop 
in for our DIY Days, where you’ll have space and tools to 
unleash your creativity. You bring the idea, we will provide 
some supplies and equipment, and then you will do the 
work! We will have a variety of craft supplies available as 
well as machines for sewing, scrapbooking and more!

DIY photo Transfer Art
June 14 | 10 am–12 pm | Patio
June 19 | 6–8 pm | Cafe
Bring along your favorite image and learn how to create 
your very own photo transfer artwork with a
personal touch.

Fourth of July Florals
With Rebecca
June 21 | 1–3 pm | Patio
Join Rebecca in the summer sun for an afternoon of
all-American floral arranging! She will lead you in creating 
a patriotic centerpiece just in time to celebrate the Fourth 
of July. Come prepared to have a great time and get a little 
dirty. All necessary supplies will be provided.

DIY Garden Wind Chime
July 12 | 10 am–12 pm
July 17 | 6–8 pm
Cafe
Summer is the best time to show your garden or patio a 
little TLC. What better way to do that than deck it out with a 
brand new wind chime you made yourself? We will provide 
a variety of new and recycled materials to create your
one-of-a-kind outdoor masterpiece.

DIY Hanging Tin Can Herb Garden
July 19 | 1–3 pm | Cafe
Love the idea of having fresh herbs on hand? Then join us 
as we combine recycling, crafting and gardening to make 
a three-tiered hanging herb garden. This little planter can 
hang anywhere you have a little sunshine and can be a 
home for almost any herb. Come prepared to have a great 
time and get a little dirty. All necessary supplies will be 
provided.

Nature Drawing: Prairie Flowers
With Sugar Grove Nature Center
July 25 | 6–8 pm | Cafe
Come spend the evening with Jill Wallace from Sugar 
Grove Nature Center as she guides the group in drawing 
and sketching from nature. Jill will be bringing prairie 
flowers native to McLean County for each artist to 
reference. All necessary supplies will be provided.

NPL IS...CREATIVE

World War I
Centennial

the Normal Public
Library celebrates the

September 2017 –
December 2018

WWI Film Series: 
Beneath Hill 60

June 20 | 6:30–8:50 pm
Community Room

A weary platoon, aided by 
Australian miners, battles a 
powerful enemy in hopes of 

protecting a massive cache of 
explosives. | Rated R

WWI Film Series: 
Passchendaele

July 18 | 6:30–8:30 pm
Community Room

Follows the exploits of 
Canadian soldiers leading up to 
one of the key battles of World  
War I, Passchendaele. | Rated R

Poetry is Normal: War & Peace
August 16 | 7:30–8:30 pm | Cafe | adults & teens
Join us to read aloud original poems or poems by 
writers you admire. This poetry reading series is 

intended for teen and adult poets and poetry 
lovers.

WWI Film Series:
The Water Diviner

August 15 | 6:30–8:30 pm
Community Room

An Australian man travels to 
Turkey after the Battle of 

Gallipoli to try and locate his 
three missing sons.

| Rated R

WWI Artifacts Fair
with Mclean County
Museum of History

August 4 | 10 am–2 pm
Community Room | all ages
Come and view WWI related 

artifacts collected by your 
fellow community members. 

Bring your own items to share!

All adult events are intended for ages 
18+ unless otherwise stated.
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Summer STEAM Club
 ages 5–12 years
June 4–July 17
Mondays 6–7 pm & Tuesdays 10–11 am
No STEAM Club on July 2 & 3
Community Room
Explore science, technology, engineering, art and 
mathematics in STEAM Club! Each week will feature 
different experiments and activities based on STEAM 
principles. Dress to get messy!

Summer Book Adventures
 ages 3–5 years
June 5–July 18
Tuesdays 6–6:45 pm & Wednesdays 10:30–11:15 am
No Book Adventures on July 4
Community Room
Enjoy stories, songs and activities which children and the 
adults who accompany them can participate in together.

Summer Baby Rock
 ages 0–2 years
June 4–July 19
Mondays 6–6:30 pm | Book Nook
Thursdays 9:30–10 am & 10:30–11 am | Community Room
Our youngest patrons are invited to bring a grown-up and 
join us for short stories, songs, fingerplays and bubbles.

Jumanji at the library
 kids of all ages
June 8 | 1–4:3o pm
June 9 | 10 am–1 pm
Community Room
Stop in to play an interactive game of Jumanji at the library!

Furry Friends
 kids of all ages
June 27 | 4:30–6:30 pm
Community Room
Come and visit the fabulous Furry Friends Traveling Petting 
Zoo! You’ll have a chance to see a variety of animals up 
close and learn a little bit about each one.

Art Time! Family Studio
With the Art Station

 ages 1 and up
June 28 | 4–7 pm
June 29 | 10 am–1 pm
Community Room
The Art Station will provide children, youth, and their 
families opportunities to engage in multiple art-making 
stations, guided by teaching artists.

CHILDREN’S SUMMER READINGCHILDREN’S SUMMER READING
READING TAKES You EverywhereReading takes you everywhere

You do not have to be registered for Summer Reading to attend the activities this summer, but it is encouraged.

May 30–August 6May 30–August 6 Earn prizes for reading and enjoy fun activities all 
throughout the summer. Register anytime at the 
library or online at rebrand.ly/nplsummer.

BOOK BONANZA
Every child who finishes six 
Reading Logs will get to pick 
out a free book from our Book 
Bonanza. July 10–August 6

Adults Reading Kids’ Stuff
Grownups like prizes, too, 
right? Earn prizes for reading 
children’s books!

ARKS

Adventures of a Plastic Bottle
With ecology action center

 school-age kids
June 11 | 10–10:45 am & 2–2:45 pm
Community Room
Come and experience the adventure of recycling 
sponsored and presented by the experts at Ecology Action 
Center. This event is intended for school-age kids, but all 
are welcome.

Double, Double
With Illinois Shakespeare Festival

 school-age kids
June 16 | 10–10:45 am
Community Room
Illinois Shakespeare Festival sponsors and presents this 
summer’s Theater for Young Audiences show at NPL! This 
show is a new play by local author Nancy Steele Brokaw 
that reveals and celebrates the connections between 
young Abraham Lincoln and William Shakespeare. This 
show is best for school-age kids and their families, but all 
are welcome to attend.

sponsored by the Normal Public Library Foundation

PLEASE NOTE: Children must be accompanied by an 
adult age 16 or older at all summer activities.
If you have questions about supervision 
requirements, please ask. Thank you!
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passes available
for checkout!
put yours on hold today!

NPL TAKES THE PARK

Zoo Morning
 kids of all ages
July 13 | 9 am–12 pm
Children’s Department & Community Room
Things are getting wild at NPL! We will have zoo crafts, 
scavenger hunts and escape-room-style challenges on the 
Children’s floor all morning. At 9:30 and 10:30, educators 
from Miller Park Zoo will teach us about several different 
critters. The first 100 attendees will be admitted to each of 
the Zoo-To-You sessions in the Community Room.

Partners in reading
 1st–6th grade
Registration begins: August 6
Sessions begin: the week of September 10
Children’s Department
Partners in Reading pairs up college students with grade 
school students to read together and enjoy the library 
every fall and spring semester. The goal of Partners in 
Reading is to foster a lifelong love of reading and of 
the library. The pairs meet once a week for 45 minutes, 
anytime Monday through Thursday between 3:30 and 8 
pm. In the spring, kindergarten students can join in too!

Bonus Party!
 4th–6th graders who completed Summer Reading
July 27 | AFTER HOURS 4:30–9 pm
Participants should arrive no later than 5:30 pm
Community Room
All our avid summer readers who received their ticket after 
finishing the reading program are invited to this after-hours 
party at the library! We’ll start the night off with dinner and 
a mystery we will solve together. The rest of the night will 
be filled with movies, games, dessert and so much more! 
Special thanks to Avanti’s for sponsoring this event. 

Stories in the park
 ages 3–5 years
July 5 | 6–6:30 pm
July 6 | 10:30–11 am
1 Normal Plaza
We’re taking the stories and songs you love 
to the great outdoors! Even if it’s raining, still 
come out, we will be meeting in the park’s 
Community Activity Center. This event is 
intended for children ages 3–5 and their 
grown ups, but all ages are welcome to join! 

Story WALK
 kids of all ages
July 12 | 5–7 pm
Anderson Park
Join NPL and Parks and Recreation as we 
discover a new and engaging way to fall in 
love with books! Come interact with a story 
through games, activities and a walk in the 
park. Your trek will last about 30–45 minutes 
from the time you begin.

Partners in
Reading

Catch us out & about!Catch us out & about!Catch us out & about! Children’s Garden Party
June 23 | 9–10:30 am
ISU Horticulture Center

Miller Park zoo
Birthday Party
June 9 | 12–3 pm
Miller Park Zoo

Sugar Creek Arts
Festival
July 14 | 10 am–5 pm
July 15 | 11 am–4 pm
Uptown Normal

Back to School
Alliance
August 9 | Grossinger 
Motors ArenaLooking for even more summer 

fun? Check out these events and 
be sure to come visit us, say hello 
and get some fun giveaways!
Hope to see you there.
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Summer Reading:
Reading Takes you everywhere
May 30–August 6

Graphic Novel Book Club
June 4 • July 2 • August 6
4–5 pm | Board Room
Presenting NPL’s first teen book club! Join us to discuss 
a different graphic novel each month. All participants will 
receive a copy of each book.
 June 4:  
Ms. Marvel vol. 1 by Willow Wilson, Adrian Alphona and
Sara Pichelli
 July 2:
Fullmetal Alchemist vol. 1 by Hiromu Arakawa
 August 6:
Pride of Baghdad by Brian K. Vaughan and Niko Henrichon

Manga Anime Club
June 5 • July 3 • August 7
4:30–6 pm | Board Room
Come join other fans of Japanese animation and comics as 
we watch and discuss our favorite anime TV shows.

Teen Crafternoons
June 7 • July 5 • August 2
3–4:30 pm | Community Room
Get ready to let your creativity shine this summer as we try 
our hand at paper crafting and journaling.
 June 7:
Japanese Suminagashi paper marbling
 July 5:
Decorative notebooks
 August 2:
The art of bullet journaling

Teen Writers’ Workshop
June 11 • July 9 • August 13
3–4:30 pm |  Board Room
Learn more about the craft of fiction and share what you’re 
working on with other teen writers. This summer we’ll 
be focusing on a different aspect of writing each month 
including character creation, writing dialogue and
plotting your story.

Teen Maker Wednesday
June 13 • July 11 • August 8
4:30–6 pm | Cafe
Get the opportunity to try your hand at some exciting craft 
and tech-based activities.
 June 13:
Homemade catapults

 July 11:
Design a 3D printed object with Tinkercad
 August 8:
Wearable circuits: light up bracelet or pin

Teen advisory Council
June 14 & 28 • July 12 & 26 • August 9 & 23
4:30–5:30 pm | Board Room
If you want to help plan and volunteer for teen events at 
NPL, this is the place to be! Join us twice a month for food, 
fun and a chance to have your say.

Murder Mystery Night
July 13 | AFTER HOURS 5:30–8 pm
Community Room
There’s been a murder at the library, and it is up to you to 
solve it! Come examine the scene, find clues and discover 
the culprit.

International Food Taste Test
July 24 | 3–4:30 pm
Community Room
Come try all kinds of unique snacks from around the world! 
Can you guess what each food item is? Which ones will be 
your favorites? (Note: foods that contain common allergens 
will be clearly labeled. If you have any allergy concerns, 
please contact Teen Librarian, Kristi Cates.)

Registration is required. Register on our online calendar, at 309.452.1757 or at the Front Desk. 

All teen events are intended for
students in 6th–12th grade

Hooper by Geoff Herbach
Raised in Poland before being adopted 

by an American woman, Adam struggles 
to improve his English and fit in with 

his fellow students, but his skills on the 
basketball court bring him attention that 

could be his ticket to the good life.

Love, Hate, & OTher Filters by Samira Ahmed
Maya is the American-born daughter of Indian 
parents growing up in suburban Illinois. When 
her own desires for her future clash with her 
family’s expectations, she’s torn between 
being the good Muslim daughter and 
pursuing what she really wants.

Tyler Johnson was Here by Jay Coles
When Marvin’s twin Tyler, goes to a 

party, Marvin tags along to keep an eye 
on him. But what starts as harmless 

fun turns into a shooting, followed by 
a police raid. Now Tyler’s been turned 

into a hashtag, and Marvin is left 
mourning him while trying to find out 

what really happened that night.
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Library World Fair
July 25 | 11 am–7 pm
Throughout the library
Close out Summer Reading right with an around the world 
party! Drop in for games, presentations, a scavenger hunt 
and so much more! 

Movie night: Jumanji
July 31 | 6–8 pm | Community Room
Allow Summer Reading to take you everywhere...and by 
everywhere we mean the jungles of Jumanji! Wear your 
most comfy, movie-watching clothes and even bring 
along some pillows and blankets to enjoy snacks and this 
fun film! All are welcome, but children under 10 must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

MAKE
MUSIC

@ NPL
with Town of
Normal’s Make
Music Normal

Musical Performances Kids making music

June 23
11:00: No Worries
 Uke Band
1:00: The Ukeladies
2:30: The Coneflowers

June 22 & 23
10 am–3 pm
Make musical 
instruments, learn 
something fun about 
music and from 10 am–
12 pm try out instruments 
provided by The Music 
Shoppe.

Floats & Funnies
July 19 | 5–8 pm
July 20 | 10 am–3 pm
Community Room
No one’s too old to enjoy classic cartoons on the big 
screen and a delicious root beer or sherbet float.

Is it difficult for you to
leave your home, but you’d

still like to use the library?  
Call us at 452-1757 to inquire about 

library services to your home!

Let NPL come 
to you!

Normal ARC
June 5 & 19
July 3 & 17

August 7 & 21
Mercy Creek

June 12 • July 10
August 14

Evergreen
Village
June 26
July 24

August 28

The Normal Public Library Foundation works to 
ensure every person builds a life-long relationship 
with learning and libraries, giving them access to all 
the tools needed to succeed in life.

NPLF is a community-based organization designed 
to raise and provide funding to enable Normal Public 
Library to enhance programs, services and facilities 
for our community.

With your vital support, we can do more.

There are three easy 
ways to give and 

help make Normal 
extraordinary.

Individual and Corporate Giving

Planned Giving

Passive Giving—
Amazon Smile, Axline Pharmacy, Kroger 
Community Rewards, Schnucks escrip

Send checks to: Normal Public Library Foundation / 
206 W. College Ave. / Normal, IL 61761

Federal Tax ID # 45-3138846
For online giving go to: nplfoundation.org/donate.html
For more information call: 309.433.3499



m – th  |   9:00 AM–9:00 PM
f  – sat  |   9:00 AM–5:00 PM
sun  |   1:00 PM–5:00 PM

Normal Public Library
206 W. College Ave.
Normal, IL 61761
309.452.1757
Children’s: 454.4668

normalpl.org
ask@normalpl.org

CLOSED
ON

JULY 4

Photos/video may be taken during events.

/normalpl
normalpubliclibrary
NPLtweets

BOOK
USED

SALE
SEPTEMBER 28

– OCTOBER 1

SAVE THE DATE
FOR THE NEXT

Visit 
normalpl.org/
book-drops 
for more 
information.

Target
Jewel on Cottage

Community 
Activity Center
Schnucks on Bradford

•
•
•

•

NPL has more than just books,
you are able to borrow:

For more information go to
normalpl.org/books-more

iPads

Knitting Loom Kits

Mobile Hotspots

Museum Passes

Rokus

Seeds

Sensory Bags

Tech Toys

Ukuleles

Wattage Meters

May 30–August 6May 30–August 6

2018 Summer Reading2018 summer Reading

Be rewarded for all your reading this summer. 
Register anytime at the library or online at 

rebrand.ly/nplsummer

KIDS TEENS ADULTS

BRING NPL WITH You
ANYWHERE YOU GO!
SHOW US WHERE YOU took
NPL this summer using

#NPL
EVERY
WHERE


